EXERCISE YOUR OWN JUDGMENT

Lastly, Gandhiji referred to a friend's letter saying
that although many people had congratulated him on
removal of controls, the measure was not an unmixed
blessing. Gandhiji advised him to share his thoughts
with the people. After -all Gandhiji's eyes, ears and
hands were the people. He had to rely on what they
told him. Therefore, he could not ignore large numbers
of letters and telegrams welcoming removal of controls.
He did not believe that they were all inspired by selfish
motives. However, he did want to know the other side
too. He advised the people not to take anything for
granted because he advocated it. If their own experience
told them otherwise, they should stick to their own
judgment in defiance of twenty mahatmas. Then alone
will they be able to make good the independence (if one
could call it by that name) that had come to India.
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PEACE IN PRAYER MEETINGS
Today being Sunday, a much larger number attended
the prayer meeting. The women and children were very
noisy. Speaking after prayers Gandhiji said that it was
only the day before that he had congratulated them
on maintaining perfect peace during the prayer meetings.
If the women must talk or if they had not trained their
children to keep quiet during prayers, they should stand
away from the rest so as not to disturb the prayer gathe-
ring. God was omnipresent and omnipotent. He was
all merciful and long suffering. It was unbecoming
to abuse His generosity by creating a disturbance in the
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